
Minutes of the AGM of Croydon Astronomical Society held on June 5th 
2026

Present: Stefan Blakemore (in the chair) and 23 other members of CAS.  Apologies 
were received from 1 member.  The AGM was quorate under section 11(5)(b) of the 
constitution.

Approval of minutes of 2025 AGM.  These were agreed with no matters arising.

Trustees’ report.  The Trustees’ Annual Report and Accounts had been placed on the 
society's website and a link to these documents had been emailed to members  in 
advance of the meeting. The Annual Report and Accounts would be sent to the Charity 
Commission and would appear publicly on their website. Roy provided an explanation 
of the figures in the Accounts. Roy highlighted that, at the start of the financial year, 
the Society held approximately £12,992 but at the year end the figure was £13,322.  A 
brief overview of the rest of the Trustees’ Report was given, and the report, including 
the accounts, was agreed. 

Stefan delivered a Chair’s report. He spoke of his experiences in his first year as 
Chairman.  He highlighted the outreach program where a number ofcubs and scouts 
had visited the observatory. Additionally he spoke of the large number of visitors over 
the year to the observatory to see through the telescopes. Much work had been done 
over the year to the Observatory and in the present year it was planned to repair and 
paint both domes.

Stefan thanked the Committee for their service and he also thanked other society 
members who helped out at Group Visits, Saturday openings or in other ways. 

This report was accepted. 

As members secretary Stefan indicated that, at the time of the AGM, we had 44 
ordinary members plus 13 members signed up since May as well as 10 life members.  
Our email list had 264 recipients.

Tony Roberts, the programme secretary spoke of his work booking speakers, he told of 
the issues trying to get speakers who were not charging too much and who could 
attend in person rather than over zoom.

Announcement of nominations for committee.  Eight places were available for 
appointment at this AGM – the Treasurer (Roy Easto) and Chairman (Stefan 
Blakemore) were not required to retire until the next following AGM. 

Stefan announced the nominations for committee: Peter Bartholomew, Graham 
Cluer, Carolyn Raishbrook, Sandra Reddy, Tony Roberts, Paul Stenning, John 
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Maltby and Laura Quayle, and were proposed by Stefan Blakemore and seconded by 
Roy Easto. The committee members stood up to introduce themselves to the members.

Examiner of Accounts Colin Weightman was proposed and appointed as Examiner of 
Accounts for the year to 31st March 2027.

Any other business: John Maltby spoke of the possibility of adding pages to the 
society’s website for advice over recommending telescopes as we often get requests 
from people that visit the observatory.
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